
Step One: Create Base Map
A base map shows the overall layout of your yard and any elements in the 
immediate context that may impact your property (e.g. adjacent trees, neighbors’ 
houses, garages, or downspouts).

On a piece of paper draw and label your property line and all elements within 
your yard. You may do this by freehand or draw over an aerial image (see 
examples below). Aerial images are available from Bing, Google, or your online 

//gis.hennepin.us/naturalresources/map/

Step Two: Add Hydrology

your downspouts, low spots where water may be pooling, and the high points in 
your yard.
• 

downspouts, roadways, driveway, etc.)
• 
• Do you have a sump pump that outlets in your yard or street?

Now that you have a clearer picture of your overall site and how water is moving 

• 

• Are there any areas of full sun and/or full shade in your yard? Where are they 
located?

• Do you know what type of soil you have? (clay, sand, loam)
• 
• If you’re interested in a raingarden, how will water get there? (e.g. dry creek 
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